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he would be sorry for himself at the races; would not get
Invited to the balls, and would be chaffed unmercifully by
all the ladies. For the Volunteers, having a band and under-
taking the organisation of race-meets, balls, &c, were much
In favour with the fair sex; and especially favoured for various
reasons were the Light Horse. The corps not only Included
all the eligible bachelors, but, as the wife of one of the troopers
told me, It was such an advantage belonging to a cavalry
corps, because, If It ever came to real trouble, and the families
should have to take refuge In a house and be besieged, those
of the Light Horse need never have any anxiety about starv-
ation, as they could always eat their horses I

Thus,  by  degrees,  we  succeeded  in  enrolling   the   great
majority of the European   and  Eurasian  residents   in   the
Rifles or   Light  Horse.     There   still  remained   a   residue,
mostly oldish men, who could not be persuaded to undertake
what they considered would be onerous duties.    There were
also some busy men, barristers, merchants, and the like, who
could not plead age, but who declared that they could not
spare the time.  Then there were some missionaries who pleaded
that they were men of peace> not of war.    I wanted to secure
the services of every one of these men, for In the event of
trouble, place would have to be found for them all In the fort
or house, or whatever It might be determined to defend, and
unless they could fall Into line and help In the defepce, they
would be an encumbrance.   I therefore bethought me of secur-
ing them by forming what was to be termed, for want of a
better name, a " Reserve," and to which those not already In
the fold  could be admitted under less stringent conditions
than those prescribed for the Volunteers.    The two first of the
classes of men above noticed all shied at the infantry drill,
and objected to having to march about In an unbecoming
uniform in the company of a number of half-castes.    They
were too old, they pleaded, or were too busy to join the Light
Horse.    They could all shoot, they said, had their rifles, and
might be relied upon in the event of real trouble.    I was never
a believer in much drill being required for the Volunteers of